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vox STUDENTS IN DIVINITY, | 


2 AND 


CANDIDATES FOR HOLY ORDER 
THESE SHORT DIRECTIONS, 
* | - —_ DRAWN UP FOR THEIR USE, 


ARE AFFECTIONATELY RECOMMENDED | 


Ap INSCRIBED, - 


BY THEIR HUMBLE SERVANT, 
+». HENRY OWEN. 
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Ir may be thought, 1 8 
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ones of our Univerſitięs; „er leave 
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were ue may; probably, give 
me bettet rules, and Pit But 
| chin bees borks hu Th : 
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a. conſidtrʒ 
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i Pihdpls ö reiigien an bir: 


5 wwe are of more 2 to all 
: perſons, 25 


bad 

| perſons, than « any thing elſe can 
be. And the main point in the 
inſtruction of perſons for holy or- 
ders, is to qualify them for teach- 
ers of religion and virtue. If they 
are likely to ſtay long in Col- 
lege, claſſics, latin compoſitions, 
mathematics, natural philoſophy, 


&c. will both be ornamental and 


uſeful: yet only in a lower degree, 
even to them. And were they to | 

be taught theſe things chiefly, 
with but little of ſeriptural and 


cheological learning, they would 


de very unfit for their future pro- 
feſſion. But thoſe, | whoſe. reſi- 
denes is likely to be ſhort, and that 
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( 
ble abſences, ought to be e 
almoſt entirely in the acquiſition | 
of that knowledge which is moſt 
neceſſary — and if a more gonfi- 
ned courſe of ſtudy were contri- 
ved on purpoſe f for them, it might 
perhaps be the more profitable to 
| them. In ſome places, tutors may 
be ap propriated to them only: 
and in others, one, who has | pu- 
pils of various ſorts, may, with- 
out much trouble extraordinary, 
| greatly benefit a few of the loweſt, 
though he were not to do a vaſt 
deal more than appoint them to 
read, and try by occaſional exa- 
minations whether they have at- 
: eentively read, the needfol au- 
; thor, Hut thiss after all, muſt 
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ſtruction t. to exer 


"CR. 


Scripture. For the Scripture. dignifies 


it with eminent titles and high enco- 
: miums; and the nature of it plainly 
ſhe vs, that it is as far ſuperior to all other 


profeſſions, as the ſoul is ſuperior to the 


body. For other profeſſions Telate only 
to the concerns of the body for the ſhort 


term of its mortal ſtage: whereas this 
is employed in promoting the welfare 


| __ happineſs of the * h the 
endleſs ages of On. 


N AN p yet, with regard to theſe inte 


rior profeſſions, it is well known and 
univerſally acknowledged, that they can 
never be carried on with any tolerable 


ſucceſo, unleſs the perſons engaged in 


them are duly qualified by previous in- 
and diſcharge them 
properly. And accordin gly; they, who 
 imakecpretenſions to them, are indiſpen- 
ſably obliged to be at much pains to 


e . @ - 85 learn 
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learn eme . oy 5 to en- 
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„Bor ir a OR . * 2 wer 
| * be neeeſſary to thoſe profeſ- 
ſions which relate only to men's for- 
tunes or theit perſons; nay, if every 
mechanical art or manual occupation 
requires the inſtruction of ſeveral years, 
before one comes to be perfect maſter 
of it; ſhall the nobleſt and moſt im- 
portant profeſſion — that which relates 
to men's ſouls; and their eternal ſtate — 
that which Gop has honoured fo high- 
ly, and which is employed in the ſub- 
limeſt exerciſes; — ſhall this profeſſion, 
I fay, be eſteemed at ſo low a rate, that 
a much leſs degree of time and ſtudy 
ſnould be judged ſufficient: to prepare us 
for it, than is commonly required to the 
meaneſt trade that a man can exerciſe? 
1 it is impoſſible. For the ſlighteſt 
B 2 reflection | 


141 
reflection will ſerve to cobvince us; that 


ſo eminent an employ naturally calls for 
eminent endowments, and juſtly demands 
2 proportioned meaſure of worth and 
abilities in thoſe who are admitted into 
the adminiſtration of it. And this convic» 
tion, once wrought, will powerfully i in» 
eite thoſe whom it concerns to prepare 
themſelves with all diligence for ſo 
weighty a vocation, The more highly 
they think of the office, the more care 
they will employ in forming themſelves 
to it. And when they duly conſider its 
real importance, they will ſee and feel 
how imperfectly the organs are 
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Tursx qualifications ate of two ſofts : 
the one relates to thoſe Mor AL DIS Po- 
$1TIONs, which are neceſſary to engage 
bim in a regular courſe of piety and 

virtue: the other to thoſs LITER ARI 

 AccomPLISHMBENTS,. which are neceſ- 
ſary to enable him to Arbe his office 

with . and eee pct 


bern theſe are ee and aw 

_ cially the firſt. For good principles, 
and virtuous diſpoſitions are fo eſſential 

to this profeſſion, that all its offices, and 
all its duties manifeſtly imply and pre» 
ſuppoſe them. In other profeſſions, the 
_ caſe is different. A man may be a good 
lawyer or a good phyſician, though his 
morals are bad: for the proper exerciſe 
of their employment depends chiefly | 
en the underſtanding. But a a good 
pariſh-miniſter muſt be a good man: 
or the work of his profeſſion, is the | 
FL BAS | -work 


[6] 


work of a 1 devoted to God, and 
9 7 the: _ of eh 


# 


HE trete who EY to Sidi 
himſelf to the ſervice of the church, 
ought, from the time he forms that in- 
tention, to watch over his conduct with 
peculiar care, and practiſe a becoming 
decency of behaviour. He ſhould cau- 
tiouſly avoid all unſuitable ſports, gay- 
eties and levities ; and. ſtrictly confine. 
himſelf to a modeſt plainneſs of dreſs, 
as well as a diſcreet ſobriety of con- 
verſation. And this it concerns him the 
mote to obſerve, becauſe otherwiſe he 
may contract ſuch wrong habits: in his 
younger years, as n make laſting 
iL impreſſions on himſelf, and ſink his 
——— of others; both 
which muſt needs obſtruct, in the courſe 
of things; the good eifects. of his Futyte 


. ee 


* 441 


Bur, 


1 


BS , 7 3 
> of -; . aub * 5 LLIC3LEE $344 311 
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8 of —— hs Wb he muſt; be 
careful to adjuſt. their internal ſprings — 
to keep his heart, from whence ryan 
the iſſues of life, with all diligence 3” *— 
and to manage his affections in ſuch. * 
manner as to engage them on the ſide of 

For, until his heart is fixed 
aright, end his affections cloſe in with 
his duty, his conduct will; be neceſſarily 
wayering and irregular; and his good» 
neſs, like the morning cloud, liable to 
be nm. by every "_ of paſa... ia 
Hin [ow 381: hen bas a 
10 ks cherdfore: to puh his 1 | 
and improve his mind to a right temper, 

he ſhould! make it his buſineſs, among 
other things, to meditate frequently, and 
- with great ſeriouſneſs, on the truth and 
2 — of the Chriſtian gw 
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the honour that is due to the divine 


majeſty on the value and dignity of our 
immortal ſouls and on the vaſt impor-· 


tance of the paſtoral offioe. Such medi- 
tations will kindle in his breaſt an ardent 
affeckion for heavenly things; and im- 
preſt on his ſoul a juſt ſenſe of that great 
trust which is committed to thoſe who 


are fer apart for this: iered function. oy 
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\! a chen hs m/ bee 1 mond ür lis 
betty, as well as better diſpoſed, to attend 
to this truſt; he ſhotild endeavour” be- 
times to correct and ſubdue thoſe appe- 
tites and paſſions that would draw him 
to — — or 
tis him down too cloſely to the :w 


and render him covetous of its Ds; 
'konours. He ſhould confider; that, 


hen he becomes «clergyman, be pre- 
Fefledly renounces all ſecular buſineſ 
and wordly concerns; and, having taken 
we 


* 
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the Lord for his portion and inheritance, 
ſhould be no longer ſolicitous about the 

things of this life; but, confiding i in the 

providence of Gop for his ſupport, 

: ſhould give himfelf wholely to the du- 

ties of his function: ſure, if he does ſo, 

* 5 find the comfort of it even in this 
= world; which he may look upon as the 
pledge of that glorious reward that 5 

awaits his ef in the others, {2.0 


ty ks Ain retains any how OY 
contrary to that exalted ſpirit, that ſhould 
actuate a good miniſter, let him conſci- 

entiouſly appropriate certain days to a 
ſtricter courſe of Fas r IN and PRAYER” 

+ P to the general form of his de- 
votion a particular and earneſt ſuppliga- 
tion for the increaſe of thoſe chriſtian Fa 
graces, in, which he finds himſelf to bs : 
Hoſe ne, i 
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Ar theſe times of devout Retirement, 
he would do well to reflect, that the reli» 
gion, which he is to teach, calls all its 
profeſſors to great piety and virtue to : 
probity and innocence of manners—to 
meekneſs and gentleneſs—to humility 
and  felf-denial—to a juſt contempt of 
the world, and a proper concern for 
heavenly things — to a patient reſignation 
to the will of Gop, and a readineſs to 
bear ſuch hardſhips and afflictions as his 
providence ſhall think fit to diſpenſe, in 
hopes of that everlaſting reward, which 
is reſerved for ed faithful in another 
* 


Tuxer then being the virtues and 
_ graces, which a preacher of the goſpel | 
is to inculcate continually on his hearers, 
how requiſite is it, that he ſhould be 
firſt a proficient in them himſelf—and 


1 
be able to ſhew, out of 4 good convet- 
| ſation, that the love of God is rooted in 
his heart? For with what face can he 
preſume to inſtruct his people, and ex- 
hort them to the practice of theſe vir- 
tues, unleſs he is himſelf in a tolerable 
degree Ie 2 of tdem? e 


- tovzrd, hs a man to be tied down 
to ſuch an employment, when he has 


not an inward conformity to it, is no og 


leſs uncomfortable, than it is unbetain- 1 
ing. He is often obliged to perform 
offices, and to pronounce diſcourſes, | 
which muſt be not only unpleaſant, but 2 
even irkſome and grievous to him. The 
very prayers he reads reproach him to 
his face; and in every exhortation deli- 
vered to others, he paſſes ſentence upon : 
himſelf. When he is engaged in theſe 
acts and he cannot be long together 
diſengaged from them — he muſt often 


feel Ferkt challenges and compunctions 
„„ mand : 


L 
within: And though he ſtrives as often 
to ſilence and ſuppreſs them, yet they 
will revive—haraſs his mind and keep 
him in perpetual uneaſineſs. He may 
indeed by a lifeleſs formality, and a 
careleſs method of performing theſe 
daties, become in time, ſo callous and 
* inſenſible, as not to be affected by them. 
But this, if it ſettles the peace of his 
mind by ſtupifying his powers, will put 
. him alſo, dreadful thought! ſo far out 
| of the reach of conviction, that it will 
be ſcarce poſſible he ſhould ever be 
awakened. In this hardened ſtate, his 
fins will daily increaſe and multiply upon 2 
him —fraught with the higheſt aggrava- 
tions; as being committed againſt know- 
ledge, and againſt vows; and in direct 
oppoſition to the whole tenour of his 
profeſſion. They will carry in them a 
deliberate contempt of all the truths an 
obligations of religion; and conſe- 
| * ny. 
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ö 
quently ſubject him to that ſevere pu- 


niſhment, which is due to one, who, 


in the moſt daring manner, has trod- 


den under foot the ſon of Gop; and 
© counted the blood of the covenant, 


«. wherewith he was ſanctified, an un- 
©. holy thing; and done W unto 
bt, ns Sts on" bros: 5951991 


Na v, he will not only be cbs 
for his own fins, manifold and heinous 


as they are; but alſo for the fins of all 
thoſe, who periſh by his negligence or 


ill-example. And, good Gop l what a 


croud of miſeries, what an abyſs. of de- 


ſpair, muſt ſurround and overwhelm ſuch 
a perſon at the hour of death? when, 


beſides the clamours of his own conſci- 


ence for his private tranſgreſſions, all 


| the ſouls, whom he has ſupplied: with 
an occaſion of ſinning, join in crying out 
for vengeance againſt him. And what 


Hehn 1. 9 


reſtitution, 


re 

reſtitution, what reparation, will he be 
able to make? what anſwer can he re- 
turn to his Lord, who will require theſe 
ſouls at his hands; and fatally convince 
him that the ſcandal he has given, : con- \\ 
tributed to deſtroy and ruin thoſe, whom 
it was his duty to have ſaved— that his 
negligence and irregularities have ren- | 
dered void the merit of the croſs—the 
force and efficacy of a Redeemer ? We 


Tuts is a ſubject of ſerious reflection 
to every one that defigns to enter into 
orders: and if he reflects upon it with 
the attention he ought, he will undoubt- 
edly reſolve not to accompliſn ſuch a 
deſign, till he feels within himſelf thoſe 
good inclinations, which may afford him 
a reaſonable and well- grounded hope, 
that, by the concurring aſſiſtance of di- 
vine grace, he ſhall faithfully perform 


1 
the duties of his function, and be an ex- 
ample of virtue to all around him. 


_.Oux. religion, it ſhould be remem- 
bered, was originally propagated and 
_ eſtabliſhed in the world by the zeal, vi- 
gilance, and piety of its fir} teachers; 

and the practice of it at this time can 
| be. no- otherwiſe enforced and main- 
| tained than by the ſtrenuous exertion of 
the ſame good qualities in its AO 
Miniſters, - 


H E therefore that intends to make 
one of the number, and is on the point 
of being admitted into the paſtoral 
office, | ſhould examine himſelf with 
great ſtrictneſs, and carefully conſult 
his on diſpoſitions— whether he has 
that warm zeal for the glory of Gop, 
and the honour of his religion — that 
tender concern for the welfare of men's 
ſouls—that earneſt deſire of promoting 

| the 
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1 6 ] 
the cauſe and intereſt of virtue, that 


were ſo remarkable in his primitive pre- 


deceſſors:— whether he has that ſoft 
and gentle — that meek and humble — 
that charitable and benevolent temper, 
which the goſpel is adapted to inſpire x 


 — which ſhone ſo bright through the 


whole life of the bleſſed Author of it 
which he has ſo fingularly recommend- 
ed to the miniſters of his word; — and 
which ſerve likewiſe to recommend 
them and the doctrines they preach with 
peculiar aa, to the e of 


the world, 


Ir he is thus diſpoſed, he may take 
comfort to himſelf, as being likely to 
prove an uſeful labourer in the vine- 


yard of Chriſt. For men of ſuch diſ- 


poſitions will, with a moderate ſhare of 
learning, do great ſervice in the places 
where hoy are fixed. Their good qua- 

| Ulties 


E 
lities will derive reſpect on themſelves; 
and their good examples will ſpread their 
influence among the people. Every 
thing they ſay or do will carry its weight 
along with it. The plaineſt diſcourſes 
they make will have ſomething affect- 
ing in them; and, coming from thoſe, 
who themſelves do what they teach, 


will prevail on others to go. and - do 
7 likewiſe 7.57 


"WHEREAS, on the contrary, a per- 
ſon of the moſt eminent learning, but 
unhappily devoid of theſe pious diſ- 
poſitions, is likely to do more harm 
than good. For unſanctified know- 
ledge is very apt to puff up the mind, 
and render its poſſeſſor vain and in- 
ſolent. And where a miniſter is proud 
and haughty; rigid, impatient, or pee- 
viſh in his n he makes his 


9 3 


* 


Luke. x. 37. | 5 
D 1 life, 
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life, for the moſt part, uncomfortable 
to himſelf, and his labours, how valu- 
able ſo ever in other reſpects, unaccept - 
1 and uſeleſs to his . 


Furs e's x certain wn of con- 
duct, founded on chriſtian prudence, 
which every clergyman ſhould be care- 
ful to obſerve, who would uphold and 
maintain his uſefulneſs and authority. 
And he that is determined to ſhew 
in his behaviour a due regard to this 
rule, muſt arm him ſelf with patience and 
Fortitude. Senſible of the hardſhips and 
trials that await him, he muſt be pre- 
pared to bear with the infirmities of the 
weak, and to endure the calumnies and 
IAnjuries of the wicked. He muſt bring 

[himſelf down to ſuch a truly meek and 
| lowly temper, that when he is re- 
2 viled, he may not be prompted to 
e revile again; when he ſuffers, may 
not threaten revenge, but with re- 
ew -- - . „ ſigned | 


Ln 


« fipned confidence commit himſelf to 
« HIN that Wi ne of 


lid is [not a the ah effe@ual 
oxethod to overcome the prejudices of 
the irreligious, and the ill-will of his 
perſonal enemies; but alſo to conciliate 
their affections, and to gain them at 
laſt into the number of his friends. 
For though they may deſpiſe him for 
a. time, as a man of mean and abject 
ſpirit; yet when they ſee that his he-: 
haviour flows from a principle of bene- 
volence, and is conducted throughout 
by a goodneſs of heart, they will be i ine 
duced, ſo far to alter their opinion, as 

to think him worthy of double hoe 


cc nour f“, 


| A 8 of this dilpoſition 1 af- 
fect no ſingularities. His conduct will 
| a s 1 Net. it. 23. '$$.4 fp Tic. y. 17. . 10 
i > ns be 


2 } 
be open, uniform and benevolent. He 
will never attempt to leſſen the value 
that is due to others, with a deſign to 
increaſe his own. The modeſt opinion 
he has of himſelf will neither ſuffer 
him to puſh for preferment, nor to envy 
thoſe who are preferred. He will be 
content to wait, till God, in his provi- 
dence; thinks fit to raiſe him; and 
when he is raiſed, will be more ſoliei- 
tous about the duties of his cure, than 
the profits of the living.” In ſhort, he 
will be ealy- and happy in whatever 
ſtation he is placed in the church; "and, 
by the faithful diſcharge of the bits, 
of that Nation, - will dende uy church 


428 | 7 45 * 02 


Happy in him 


Sven is the frame and temper of 
wind to Which Every. c one ; ſhould form 


„ 


e 7 Ang. though I. il not m, 


Cl that 


1 =: 4 

that no man is fit to be admitted into 

Orders, who does not poſſeſs this chriſti- 
an temper in that degree of perfection 
1 have deſcribed; yet this I may confi- 
dently affirm,” that he, who has not the 
ſeeds of it implanted i in him — who has 
not theſe principles fixed in his heart, 
and reſolutions formed to purſue and 
improve them — is in no wiſe quali- 
fied for ſo ſacred a function: : for he 
can in no wiſe anſwer with truth and 
a ſafe conſcience, that „ he truſts he 
« is inwardly moyed by the Holy Ghoſt 
K 0 undertake that , office”, — words 
which evidently imply, that he humbly 
believes himſelf, to be poſſeſſed. in a 
competent degree of thoſe requiſite 
pious diſpoſitions, which can proceed 
only from the divine ſpirit. 


Tust diſpofitions then he muſt by 
all means labour to attain. And in order 
to attan them, he muſt diligently ex- 
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bute an to the ſame . 0 


1 
amine his natural temper, and his courſe 


of behaviour in all reſpects. He muſt 


obſerye how far, and in what inſtances, 
they deviate from the right; and then 
apply all his endeayours to correct and 
reform them. He may find ſome uſe- 
ful directions to this purpoſe in Ma- 
sox's Treatiſe on Selfelnoꝛvledge. The 
works of the H Heathen moraliſts, if read 
with care and judgement, ON coniri- 


1 7 2 
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Tourrv's e will 1 KK" bim 
with great plenty of excellent rules for 
the conduct of life; and his Philfophi- 
cat Diſcourſet cannot fail of giving the 
mind a noble turn, and inſpiring it with 
a reliſh for ſublime OS... ALY 


..\ HizrocLEs's Comment on the Golden 
Verſes of Py THAGORAs is an excellent 
work upon the whole ; and will ſupply 


(WAI 
him with a plentiful ſtore of moral and 
divine ſentiments. | 


Pruraxcn's and Seneca's morals 
are alſo good and uſeful in their kind; 
though the works of ErxicTETus and 
Marcus ANToONINUs are more inſtruc- 
tive — provided the reader ſtands upon 
his guard, and warily rejects the impious 

abſurdities of Stoiciſm. 


Sox of the books taught at ſchools 
he may now read again with great pro- 
fit. For the Satires of Horace, Ju- 
VENAL and PxRs1Uus contain, amidſt 
a number of dangerous faults, ſeveral 
paſſages worthy of admiration — excel- 
lently calculated to excite in the mind 
a diſguſt and abhorrence of ſome current 
vices, and a thorough oontempt of the 
ꝶ6—— 


| Bur 


1 


Bur of all the productions of hea- 
then antiquity, XENOHON's memoirs of 
SocRATESs deſerves to be read the of- 
teneſt. It contains a noble ſyſtem of 
morality, exemplified in the life of the 
greateſt Philoſopher, that ever appeared 

in Fane en world. 


Bur all the philoſophers had their 
defects: and therefore, together with 
the ſtudy of theſe authors — carried on 
in ſuch a manner as to imbibe the ſpi- 
rit of what is good in them — our in- 
tended divine muſt apply himſelf, with 


ſtill greater diligence, to the works of 
Chriſtian writers. 


Or theſe there is a large choice: but 
it may be ſufficient to mention. the few 
{owing 


cc The 
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& ThE great importance of a reli- 
& gious life.“ 

a Merten 8 practice of true devo- 
ce tion. 


cc Scout 8 life of God i in the ſoul 
cc of man.” 


The whole duty of man. 


„ TayLoR's Holy living and dying.” 


4 KETTLEWELL' s Meaſures of 
« Chriſtian obedience.” and 


f ce ScoTrT's Chriſtian life.” 

Bur of all books, the holy ſcriptures 
are the moſt profitable both for cor- 
erection and inſtruction in righteouſ- 
« neſs :: and therefore he ſhould read 
them carefully — get as much as he 
can of thoſe portions that relate to mo- 


rals by heart — and repeat them often 
to himſelf: particularly ſome of the 


moſt inſtructive and pathetic Eſalms, 
5 2 Tim. iii, 16, 
= our 
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our Saviour's ſermon on the mount, 
and the moſt comprehenſive paſſages in 
the Epyfes. By reflecting and medita- 
ting on theſe portions of holy writ, he 
will not only ſtore his memory with 
noble truths, but ſettle i in his heart right 


practical apprehenſions. 


Tun book of Proverbs will apply: 
him with abundance of uſefub maxims 
bor the regulation of his conduct: and 
Ecelgfigſtes will help him to form a juſt 
and true eſtimate of the world; and to 
diſtinguiſh the objects that are of real 
worth from thoſe that * vith Aa 
falſe luſtre. 0 


In this way he 5 be ſure to. > reap - 
many and great advantages — and 
among the reſt the ſpecial advantage of 
knowing himſelf, For by the frequent 

rufal of the books here mentioned — 
by the relifh he hath of them — by the 
delight they afford, and the effects 
they produce, he will plainly perceive 
Lo N | the 


— 


1 
the diſpoſition of his ſoul — whether 
he is yet fitted for fo ſacred a function, 
and touched with ſuch a ſenſe of reli- 


gion, as to be capable of dedicating 
himſelf to it — which is the firſt branch 


of the nn neceſſary before 
Or der 9. 


THz this branch of it relates to the 
knowledge and theological learning 
that are neceſſary to qualify him for 


the due N of the ſeveral parts. of 
his office. 


AND here, as it will become one great 
part of his office to inſtruct the people 
committed to his charge, ſo it were ar- 
dently to be wiſhed, that he might firſt 
be completely inſtructed himſelf — fur- 
niſhed with ſuch a plentiful meaſure of 
divine knowledge as to „ be able by 
.*« ſound doctrine both to exhort his hear- 
* ers, and to confute gain-ſayers *.” _ 

Ti. i. 9. 
. E2 HowzvrR 


— 


Howrvxx, as it is not to be expect- 
ed, that ALL ſhould be endowed with 
ſuch a ſhare of learning; and experience | 
aſſures us, that a man of piety may, 

with much lower abilities, do great ſer- 
vice in the church of Gop; therefore, 
though we earneſtly recommend to 
every one the attainment of as much 
uſeful knowledge of this kind as can be 
had, yet we ſhall ſpecify no other de- 
grees of it, than are indiſpenſably requi- 
ſite in every miniſter to promote the 
welfare and improvement of his flock, 

as well as to ſecure his own reputa» 
tion, | ; Y 


; To this pride then be alt gain, 
in the firſt place, a competent know- 
ledge of the holy ſcriptures, with 
which it is to be ſuppoſed he has al- 
ready ſome acquaintance. But before 
he goes on tq improve it by a more 
ak. | | par; 
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particular application, it would be advi- 
ſable for him to ſettle in his mind a diſ- 
tinct idea, eſpecially of the hiſtorical 
parts, by the uſe of ſome ſuch book as 
Dr. WaTT's ſhort view of the whole - 
 ſeripture hiſtory: and then, to prepare 
himſelf further for this important. un- 
dertaking, let him carefully peruſe Mr. 
LowTn's. directions for the profitable 
reading of the holy ſcriptures. After- 
wards, he may begin to read the Old 
Teſtament with a view of being' able 
not only to diſcover the ſpecial proprie- - 
ty of the various diſpenſations therein 
recorded, as they regard the different 
ages of the world; but alſo to perceive 
their general ſubſerviency towards the 
introduction of that grand ſcheme of 
ſalvation, which was to be accompliſhed 
by Jesus CuRisT. And that he may 
the more eaſily trace the riſe, progreſs, 
and tendency of theſe wonderful diſ- 


penſutons, * him read the books, and 
15 | parti- 
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endende the prophets, not in the 
order in which they ſtand at preſent in 


our bibles, but in the order of time in 


which they were originally written. 
SaUCKFORD's and PRI DFPAUx's Con- 
nectioms &c. will point out that order to 


him; and lead him at the ſame time to 


a ſufficient knowledge of the ſeveral 
ſubjects. 

| AP beſt | general commentators on 
the old Teſtament are GRoTivs, LE 
CLERC, PATRICK and LoWTRH. To 


theſe commentaries may be added 


WII s's geography of the Old Teſtament, 
as a book very neceſſary to the right 


underſtandin 8 of *. hiſtorical Pts: | 


en its to ths New Te obament 
it behoves him to - Rady it with till 


greater diligence. This is the text of 


our religion; that which we preach 


yo prone to others; and therefore it 


ſhould 


37 

ſhould be well underſtood by ourſelves. 
Now the way for him to underſtand it 
well, is to read it often in the original 
Greek* , attending chiefly, for the firſt 
and ſecond time, to the Grammatical 
conſtruction of the language, and con- 
ſulting, where he meets with a difficult 
word, either LxuspEx's Compendium, 
or Pasor's Lexicon. When he is 
perfect in the language, let him read 
the GosPeLs carefully over in the or- 
der in which they ſtand, having re- 
courſe for the ſituation of the places 
mentioned to WEILSs's geography of 
the New Teſtament. If he reads with 
attention, he will eafily perceive, that 
in each Goſpel tranſactions are connect- 
ed, which happened in Aant places; 
and eonfequently, conclude, that ſeveral | 


* Mr. Bowven' 8 eliden of the Greek Teſta- 
ment, publiſhed in the year 1763, is that which T 
would principally recommend to the uſe: of our Stu- 
dent, on many accounts. Dal 67 

; | hinge : 


— 
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things muſt have intervened which are 


not there recorded. Now, what one 
Evangeliſt omitted, another has often 
ſupplied: and therefore, if he reads the - 
 GosPELs over again according to the 
natural order of time, he will not only 
find thoſe vacant interſtices completely 


filled up, but alſo the facts, that are re- 
peatedly mentioned, placed in a fuller 
and clearer light. Mack xIORHT's 


Harmony is an excellent guide in this 


. bark, x | af. 


Runen let him proceed to the Acts 
or THE APoSTLEs ; which he ſhould 
carefully ſtudy, not only as an impor- 
tant hiſtory, but as the * by to St. 
Paul's epiſtles. 


Ir he comes to the ErIsT LES with 
this key, and reads them in the order 
in which they were written, he will 
find them, upon the whole, much eaſier 
to be underſtood, than they are generally 

repre- 


* 3 
repreſented. Difficulties indeed he will 
ſtill meet with in them: but when any 
difficult paſſage occurs, let ſome book 
of Annotations or Paraphraſe be occa- 
ſionally conſulted upon it. Among the 
Commentators, GROTIUs, HAMMOND, 
and WHITBY are the moſt eſteemed; and 
among the Paraphraſts, CLARKE and 
Pyr; though perhaps DopprIDGE's. 
Family Expoſitor is better calculated for 
the improvement of a young divine, 
not only as he tranſlates the text more 
accurately, and explains it in his para- 
phraſe more fully and juſtly, but alſo as 
he » exhibits the practical inferences 
which naturally reſult from it. 


Bur however uſeful theſe bales may 
be, yet he ſhould not haſtily recur to 
them, till he has firſt tried what may be 
done by comparing one text with ano- 
ther. For as ſcripture is the beſt in- 
Ns Egg of ſcripture ; fo the frequent 

F reading 


* 
* 
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reading of it, till its ſtyle and ſpirit be- 
come familiar to him, and the compa- 


ring particular paſſages with others of 


4 the like nature and tendency, will ap- 


pear, upon trial, to be the beſt method 
that he can poſſibly take to come at the 
knowledge of it. And if he has pati- 
ence and reſolution enough to proceed 
and perſevere in this way, though he 
may go on but ſlowly, yet he will go 
on ſurely; and find himſelf in the end 


a far greater proficient, than thoſe, 


who, neglecting this method, ſhall be- 
take themſelves wholly to afliſtances of 


other kinds. 2 
TEIS I ic for the benefit and 
encouragement of ſtudents in general, 


but would apply it particularly to the 
caſe of thoſe, who by the narrowneſs 
of their circumſtances are deprived of 


the advantage of an Univerſity-educa- 


tion: many of whom, when they come 


for 


1. 35 J 
for Orders, are found upon examination 
to be ſtrangely deficient in ſacred know- - 
ledge — which defect they commonly 
attribute to their want of Expoſitors. 
Now, though books of expoſition may 
be very uſeful, and even neceſſary on 
fome particular occaſions, yet this is 
certain — that no perſon, who is poſſeſs- 
ed of a BiBLE with good marginal refe- 
rences, and has not at leaſt a competent 
knowledge of the Holy ſcriptures, can 
fairly charge his want of knowledge on 
the want of books —on the contrary, 
it can be the want of nothing but indu- 


ſtry and application in the uſe of thoſe 
means, which he has in his hands. 


Wurx our ſtudent has acquired a 
general notion of the Chriſtian religion, 
and eſpecially of the nature and terms 
of our redemption, which he will find 
explained in 'WELLs's treatiſe of divine 
laws and covenants; he muſt then take 

| * t moe 
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à more particular view of its various 
parts; and diligently ſtudy thoſe ſeveral 
articles of it, which relate both to faith 
and practice. Theſe have been already 
collected together, diſpoſed under pro- 
per heads, and delivered in the words 
of ſcripture by biſhop GasTRELL in 
his Chriftian inſtitutes; and are fully ex- 
plained and enforced by thoſe who have 
written either on the whole, or any 
part of our Church catechi iin ſuch as 

 PrAnSON on the Greed. 


| BarRow on the Creed, Lords props 
er Gr. 

Waxz on the 48 catecbiſin. 
CLARKE on the church catechiſm, 
together with his practical effays on 
- baptiſm, confirmation and repentance. 
Add to theſe Dr. HAM Moxp's Practical 
eaterhiſm, which is an excellent book, 
and ſtates the grounds of morality and 
e on Juſt and folid PRs. 


Wn 
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Wurrn he is advanced thus far, it 
will be time for him to conſider the 
doctrine of the church, delivered in the 
homilies and thirty-nine articles. Theſe 
Articles of religion, as he will afterwards 
be required to ſubſcribe them, ſhould 
be carefully ſtudied, and well weighed. 
Biſhop BuRNET's expoſition will afford 
him herein great aſſiſtance; and, at 
the ſame time that it explains to him 
the points more immediately under con- 
ſideration, may throw light on ſome 
others, which he did not ſo well n 
ſtand before. | 


WELCHMAN's is likewiſe an uſeful 
book on the ſame ſubject. He confirms 
every point of doctrine by appoſite texts 
of ſeripture, and ſhort extracts from 
the primitive fathers; referring the rea- 
der al along to ſome of the moſt appro- 

ved 


a 


FF 
ved modern writers for fuller expla- 
nation. 


Tus books, well read and digeſt- 
ed, will give a man an entire view. of 


the whole body of divinity ; and ſuffici- 


ently qualify him to inſtruct the people, 


committed to his care, in all the great 
TxuTHs of Chriſtianity. 


Bor it will be alſo his duty to guard 
them from ExROURS. And therefore, 
ſince the captious ſpirit of cepticiſin and 
infidelity ſpreads. and prevails ſo much 
among us, the proofs of our faith, and 


the ſolutions of the principal arguments 
againſt it, muſt be well fixed in his 


mind, and ready for uſe when occaſion 
requires. Biſhop WILEINS's book on 
natural religion will lead him in the firſt 
ſteps; Woll L As Tox's will carry him 
farther; and Dr. CLARKE's on the be- 
ing and attributes of God &c. will furniſh 
4. ; . 


1 

him with anſwers to the chief objections 
that have been made to religion natural 
and revealed. GRroTivs on the truth 
of the chriſtian religion, with LB 
CLERC's notes, he ſhould alſo read, 
and in a manner get by heart: and then 
he will be able to underſtand with eaſe, 
what is farther advanced in Dr. 
JexnKIN's 'Reaſonableneſs of OY 
to the ſame en | 


Tus whole: controverſy with  Athe- 
iſts and Deiſts is clearly opened, with a 
vaſt variety of learning and reaſoning, by 
Biſhop STILLINGFLEET in his Orzgines 
Sacre; and has ſince been carried on 
with equal advantage by the learned 
preachers of BoyLe's lectures. If theſe 
books, which are voluminous, cannot be 
had, LeranD's View of the Deiſtical 
 oriters may in ſome meaſure ſupply 
their place. Biſhop Gisson's Paſtoral 
letter, contain a clear and excellent ſum- 

| mary 
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mary of the arguments in defence of the 


gofpel-revelation, as well as a powerful 
preſervative againſt the writings, that | 


favour the a we mags. of 


Tux une of popery in theſe 155 


dams; and the late ſtep that was taken 


to ſupport it, may make it neceſſary 
that our intended divine ſhould be tole- 
rably acquainted with the principles of 

the reformation, and the controverſies | 


we have fince maintained with the 


church of Rome. Biſhop BurNnET's 
abridgment of his own Hitory of the re- 
formation will give him ſufficient light 


into the one, and Dr. Tnxapr's Diſcourſes 


againſt popery, into the other, If he 
he a eee let him al road Cr1L- 


Jo Mr. W s life of cardinal Por xk is nothing : 


elſe in effect but a ſpecious vindication of popery, 
filled with malevolent and injurious. refletions e on 


our great reformers, and the church of England. 


Hook ER“'s 


1 


Hook ER's Eccigfiaſtical polity, and the 
Tondon caſes in three volumes 8 vo, or 
the abridgment of them by Dr. Bzx- 
NET, will furniſh him with anſwers to 
all the objections that have been raiſed 
by diſſenters againſt the ceremonies and 
diſcipline of our church, 


At the fame time that he goes through 
theſe ſtudies, he muſt endeavour to ac- 
quire a right notion of preaching : and 
he will be greatly aſſiſted in forming 
ſuch a notion by an attentive ae * 
the beſt ſermons, 


Ar. Tirzorton't, | 
" ABP. SHARP'S, - 

By. ATTERBURY's, and 

Bp. SHERLOCK's, are all tic 
in different ways; though he will find 
no where, perhaps, a nobler ſpecimen on: 
1 Practical preaching adapted to the cir- 
9 cumſtances 


Ce 41 
cumſtances of the congregation, deli- 
vered with a becoming freedom, and 
preſſed home on the heart — than is to 
be met with in the ſermons of the pre- | 
ſent archbiſhop of Canterbury. There is 
indeed a vaſt variety of other ſermons, 
which may be read over with great ad- 
vantage. And if he would make it a 
rule to himſelf to read every Sunday two 
ſermons. of any good preacher — turn 
them over a little in his thoughts — and 
then ſet down their principal contents, 
according to the ſpecimen in Biſnop 
Ar rER BUR S poſthumous ſermons — _ 
this would inſenfibly, in the compaſs of 
three or four years, improve 'his know- 
ledge to a high degree — give him a full 
view of the different methods of treat- 
ing theſe ſubjets —and ſupply - him 
with a ſtore of proper. ſentiments, by 
the time he comes to compoſe, himſelf. 


tal 


Bor whatever profit he may reap. 
from the peruſal of ſuch diſcourſes, yet 
let him always- bear in mind, that the 
richeſt treaſures of practical wiſdom, and. 
ſound knowledge lie in the Holy Scrip- 
tures: from whence, as a Chriſtian 
preacher, he is obliged to draw all the 
proofs of what he ſays upon any ſub- 
ject. Theſe alone will furniſh him 
with a noble ſtock. of lively thoughts 
and ſublime expreſſions and therefore 
ſhould. make the chiefeſt part of a 
Clergyman' > ſtudy « and meditation. 5 


| Now in uſing the iter) | which 
he thus acquires, he ſhould ſeriouſly 
conſider, what inſtructions the people, 
to whom he miniſters, will chiefly want, 
to correct and to improve them; what 

ſort of expreſſions they will beſt under- 
ſtand; and be moſt uſefully affected by. 
Then let him compoſe his diſcourſes ac- 
F114 G 2 . cordingly ; ; 
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cordingly; and bring them home as 
near as poſſible to their hearts and lives. 
For. thoſe ſermons will do them good 
which make an impreſſion upon them: 
and the ſureſt way to impreſs, is to be 
particular — and there is the more ne- 
ceffity for this, as people in general are 
ſtrangely flow to make the application 
to themſelves. For futther inſtructions 
on this head, 1 would refer our divine. 
to a book entitled Chriftian guenter f 0 


theory and prattice, © 
AB. of Cambray's Dialiguer a oH. eb. | 
quence, and 2 | 


By. BuRnET's Paſtoral care, Chap ü 
95 is. > Oy ; : > | | 


lx the /courſe of theſe ſtudies, he 
mould, laſtly, be careful to afſign 2 
Proper and ſpecial place to the buſineſs 
of reading; that when he comes to per- 
form the offices of the church, he may 
e them by his delivery all that pro- 

3 SS pricty, 
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priety, Aife, l ſpirit, of which they: 
are capable. This article of reading, 
however neglected, is a matter of vaſt 


importance. For a right manner of 


performing the outward acts of religion 
has a wonderful influence towards ob- 
taining the inward effects of it on our 
hearts and conſciences. And therefore, 
every one who means effectually to be- 
nefit the church he ſerves, ſhould la- 
bour to attain an habitual faculty of ſet- 
ting forth the public ſervice to all its 
_ diſtin, -and properly- varied elocution. 
But to read well and properly to 
give every word and ſentence its due 
poiſe — to lay the emphaſis on proper 
places — and to adapt the tone to the 
ſenſe and expreſſion, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that the perſon who officiates 
ſhould underſtand the meaning, and 
comprehend the force, of all that he 
reads. For this end, he would do well, 


ded... "1" 
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in the: beginning of his midiſtry;: to. 
peruſo the leſſons in private firſt: and in 
order to attain a due knowledge of the 
liturgy, let him read Comber's Compani- 
on to the temple. This book, or the 
abridgment of it publiſned afterwards in 
Short "diſcourſes on the whole Common 
Prayer, I could heartily wiſnh might be 
put into the hands of every clergyman, 
when he is firſt admitted into Deacon c 
orders. For then, if he were not 
ſtrangely wanting to himſelf, he would 
be able; in a ſhort time, to read the ſe- 
veral offices of the church with a right 
ſpirit, good ee and r 
| devotion. - 


1 nave nothing more to add, but 
| inet to requeſt the young ſtudent, 
that he would) frequently read the ice 


of ordination before he comes to be or- 
> Gained —and not only read it, but ſeri- 

- "ouſly conſider it— form reſolutions fui- 
! table 
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table to what he finds required in it — | 
_ and' ſtrengthen thoſe reſolutions by the 
fervent exerciſe of well-adapted devoti- 
ons. This will beget in him ſuch a ſe- 
rious turn and preparation of mind, as 
will make his Orders a bleſſing to him- 
ſelf, as well as himſelf a bleſſing to the 
Church. And whenever he finds in the 
_ courſe of his miniſtry, that his zeal and 
vigour begin to abate, and give way to 
oppoſing temptations, let him inſtantly 
| recur to the Ordination offices, and re- 
view the obligations they fixed upon 
him. For the conſideration of thoſe 
promiſes, which we ſolemnly made at 
our entrance into Orders, is one of the 
moſt effectual motives to keep us ſted- 
faſt to the duties of our function, and 
reſtrain us from runnin 8 into voss 
paths. 
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